art
house
For gallery owners Trevyn and Julian McGowan
the secret to a happy interior is creativity,
imagination and making it personal
PHOTOGRAPHY Montse Garriga Grau/Photofoyer
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LIVING ROOM

‘We often move things around,’
says Trevyn. ‘Julian in particular
because he is intrinsically a
curator and spends a lot of time
at the gallery moving pieces.’
Painting, Marc Quinn. Handpainted sideboard, Dokter and
Misses; Hawkers bench, Tonic
Design, both at Southern Guild.
Rock sculpture, Daniella Mooney
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LIVING ROOM

home profile
THE OWNERS
Trevyn and Julian McGowan, co-founders
of South Africa’s art gallery and platform
for African artists, Southern Guild, and
their children, Jacob, 25, who lives away,

The leather chesterfield sofa,
designed by Trevyn and Julian,
curves around to meet two
armchairs that have been with the
couple since their London days.
‘They used to be bright red and
this is their fourth reincarnation.’
Find white leather chesterfields
at 1stdibs. Coffee table by
Charles Haupt; rug by Paco
Pakdoust; large artwork on
wall by Serge Alain Nitegeka,
all at Southern Guild

Ruby, 19, Zachary, 17, Gabriel, 13,
and Ryder, 10.

THE PROPERTY
A 1940s single-storey villa with an attic
conversion. An entrance hall leads to the
living room and out onto a veranda. To
the left is the knocked-through kitchen
and dining room, plus a guest house.
To the right is a corridor leading to the
master bedroom and bathroom, a study,
a bedroom, a bedroom/cinema room and
a bathroom. Upstairs is the attic
conversion with a bedroom, bathroom
and playroom. The garden is to the front
of the house and the pool is to the rear.
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KITCHE N

‘This is my favourite room in
the house because we spend so
much time here,’ says Trevyn.
‘We put in new cabinetry and this
lovely African stone countertop.’
Similar cabinetry, Plain English. Find
a similar countertop at Caesarstone.
Glo-Ball lamp by Jasper Morrison
for Flos at Twentytwentyone

S T U DY

‘The walls are covered in gifts
and pictures we collected when
we were younger,’ says Trevyn.
‘It is a complete historical
narrative of our pasts.’
Try the Noble Souls sofa by
Timothy Oulton at Heal’s. Loves
Me, Loves Me Not table, John
Vogel for Southern Guild.
Faces wall plates, Fornasetti

A stunning showcase for their eclectic collection
of contemporary design and African art,
Trevyn and Julian McGowan’s villa near Cape Town is
first and foremost a family home.‘It is actually a very
lived-in house,’ insists Trevyn. ‘It just happens to be filled
with a big collection of art and design.’
South African-born Trevyn met her British husband
Julian in London, and the couple moved back to South
Africa in 2004 to bring up their family and renovate a
farm homestead in Wilderness
National Park. Now a lively clan
of seven, with offspring ranging
from seven to 25, the family
moved to Cape Town six years
ago when Trevyn spotted this
house on a website.
‘I hadn’t gone more than
10 foot into the house and my
heart exploded,’ recalls Trevyn.
‘Julian and I looked at each
other and walked through the
house in a dreamlike state. We
knew we had to have it.’ It felt like
it was meant to be. Trevyn later
discovered that it was the former
home of the great-aunt of one of
her closest friends – children’s
author Georgia Byng.
‘It was surreal that of all the
houses I could have bought, I
found one that was connected to
my best friend’s family.’ The house was built for the matriarch
of the Cloete family, who established the Groot Constantia
vineyard in the late 1700s and later the Alphen Hotel. ‘Although
the house was built in the 1940s it has similar proportions to
the hotel and a much older feel with its Georgian features,’says
Trevyn. ‘It also has a similar layout to the place we had in
Wilderness, so it felt familiar. It feels like our forever house.’
There is nothing old-fashioned about the pieces displayed
within its walls, however. While Trevyn has a few antiques
dotted around the graceful rooms, most items have been

sourced from leading African artists and makers, many of
whom the couple represent in their collectable design gallery,
Southern Guild, located in Cape Town’s fashionable Silo
District. ‘Our home is deeply personal – and obviously eclectic,’
says Trevyn. ‘There’s not one single piece in this house that
doesn’t have a connection or a story behind it.’ Whether it’s the
antique chest of drawers that she bought when she was 24 and
living in London or the Marc Quinn
artworks of Paralympians above
the console. ‘Marc was married to
Georgia (Byng, Trevyn’s friend) and
he gave them to us when we moved
into our house in Wilderness, so it
reminds us of fun times,’ she says.
Luckily, the house was in line
with the aesthetics of the couple
and there was little for them to do
structurally, apart from opening
up the kitchen and dining room.
‘We were keen to have as much
light as possible and wanted a
white palette, so that all the
artwork has a neutral canvas,’ says
Trevyn. An unusual feature of the
house is that the master bedroom
is situated downstairs at the heart
of the home overlooking the
garden. ‘That was a problem for
many people, but it was perfect for
us. We spend a lot of time there as a family because I often
work in bed while the kids lounge on the sofa.’
With so many valuable pieces dotted around the house,
however, does it make for a particularly child-friendly
environment? ‘We’ve always been surrounded by beautiful
– but breakable – things,’ says Trevyn. ‘Every now and again
something gets broken, but it doesn’t matter,’ she smiles.
‘As I said, it’s a family home.’
X

See Trevyn and Julian’s gallery at southernguild.co.za
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home truths
W H AT ’ S B E S T A B O U T
AUGUST IN CAPE TOWN?
Trevyn: Fires at night and red wine.

G O -TO M U S I C ?
Elvis Costello, Tom Waits and Joni Mitchell.

YO U R I D E A O F A G O O D
NIGHT IN?
An early supper – lamb chops on the braai outside –
then conversation around the fire and a good movie.

LIFE MANTR A?
Pick yourself up, dust yourself off and start all over again.

W H O W O U L D P L AY YO U
IN A MOVIE?
My husband says Jack Black, but I think Jodie Foster
is a pretty good actress.

LIFE LESSON FOR THE KIDS?
There are only two things that you need to be:
one is cool and the other is kind. If you
can manage that, you’ll go far.

PLAN
DINING
ROOM

MASTER
BEDROOM

A much-loved 30-year-old sofa is
where the kids hang out.

MASTER
BEDROOM
LIVING
ROOM

S T U DY

BED
ROOM

MASTER
B AT H R O O M

KITCHEN

GROUND FLOOR
GUEST
HOUSE
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Sofa, Terence Woodgate at SCP.
Cushions, Jenny Gifford. Crossfire
artwork by Sanell Aggenbach

B E DROOM/
CINEMA
ROOM

‘I used to have long baths looking
out into the garden, but we tend
to shower now following the
water shortage,’ says Trevyn.
Plates, Ruan Hoffmann. Handcarved Senufo stools; similar
from 1stdibs
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POOL AREA

This is a little bit of paradise,
with lush greenery and a view
of the Table Mountain National
Park in the background.
Hand-turned wooden bowl,
Andrew Early. Sunloungers, Cheick
Diallo. Cane chair, Porky Hefer

GARDEN

‘The long pond is located
outside the master bedroom
and bathroom. It’s a great
view,’ says Trevyn.
The bronze sculpture is by artist
Anton Momberg
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